..to create a new definition of NORMAL

On the edge of the “Great American Desert” is an oasis. One hour from the Rocky Mountains in the heart of
Colorado farm country there is a place were acceptance, security and self-esteem are a way of life. In the tiny town of
Galeton, Colorado there is a community that is working to create a new definition of ‘normal’. But, Triangle Cross Ranch
isn't a place for just anybody. Indeed, TCR is an oasis reserved only for people bursting with abilities, capabilities and
possibilities. Society calls them developmentally disabled. We just call them wonderful.

Triangle Cross Ranch has been providing supportive living for adults with cognitive challenges for 25 years. Our
goal is to create a new definition of ‘'normal’ by assisting our Ranchers to live beyond society’s expectation and further
than their own limitations, allowing them to celebrate every person within their sphere influence as a God-pleasing
creation.

What NORMAL looks like at Triangle Cross Ranch

N: Necessary to the community
In addition to being active participants in their own Ranch community, our Ranchers are an important part of their church
community as well as local agencies where they volunteer and the Special Olympics team with which they participate.
From weekly clean-up of the local town park to playing Bingo with the elderly at an assisted living facility and even
gleaning for the Weld County Food Bank, the Ranchers of TCR give back and do so often.

O: Oriented to daily life
Our Life Coaches live at the Ranch full-time. They invest time and attention, teaching the Ranchers to live as functional
adults. Personal hygiene, doing laundry, completing chores, doing housework, going shopping and managing spending
money are all responsibilities through which our Ranchers find success and begin to explore independence. While that
level of independence is different for each individual, our Life Coaches are sensitive to their needs and abilities.

R: Realistic in Expectations
Expectations are a part of living. From the time we are born it seems that everyone in our life has expectations of how we
are to act and react to the world around us. At Triangle Cross Ranch we expect failure, because we expect our Ranchers to
try, to do new things to be bold and grow past the norm. We actually celebrate failure, remembering that it took Edison
10,000 tries before he created the light bulb. Nothing creates more self respect than perseverance and then
accomplishment.

M: Moral in Action
Do the right thing! A phrase used by many though not always grasped by those being taught. What does it look like?
How do we fix it when we don't do the right thing? Triangle Cross Ranch believes in a moral compass by the name of
Jesus Christ and His actions are an example for our actions and how we treat others. Fair, compassionate, honest,
forgiving and loving are the values we strive for.

A: Ability beyond disabilities
Every person has their strengths and weaknesses. At TCR we like to "play to the strong side”, giving our Ranchers the
opportunity to use all the resources available to succeed. Every disability is taken into consideration, sometimes we go
around and sometimes we adapt but all the time we move forward.

L: Loved beyond measure
After food and water, a human's greatest need is to be loved. Being liked for who we are, warts and all is the longing of
every human heart. Our self respect hinges on what others perceive us to be capable of doing and being. TCR likes to go
out of its way to make both Staff and Ranchers feel loved and appreciated. Since we believe that every life has value, no
matter the ability, love is unconditional, praise is loud and the laughter is contagious.

Our Ranchers work on the Ranch at cottage industries which provide spending money as well as personal
responsibility. Our gardening program employs two task teams of 5 Ranchers each. They grow herbs that are dried and
packaged for sale. Our livestock program consists of 3 task teams who care for our wool producing herd of angora goats
and alpacas, who process the wool into usable fiber and who create lovely finished products for sale. Both of our job
programs support a variety of tasks that are appropriate for differing abilities and skill levels. In addition to these
activities, TCR offers equestrian therapy and riding lessons to each Rancher with the goal of having an indoor riding arena
that we can offer for public use as well.

We are proud of our track record, we are bursting with pride regarding our wonderful Ranchers, and we are
excited about where Triangle Cross Ranch is going. We eagerly anticipate the addition of adults who have been



diagnosed with Prader-Willi Syndrome. We are making the necessary adjustments to our facility, our staff and program in
order to provide the proper security and structure for these amazing individuals.

A quarter of a century ago, a group of people set out to meet a need, they accomplished that goal with the
inception of Triangle Cross Ranch. Today and tomorrow we will seek to provide the quality of life, honor and respect that
is the God-given right to our Ranchers.

Join us, as a volunteer, donor or sponsor. Visit us at www.trianglecrossranch.net or call our office at 970.454.2219.
Come help us create a new definition of NORMAL.



http://www.trianglecrossranch.net/

